A 62-year-old man with a history of diabetic nephropathy presented with confusion, generalized swelling and shortness of breath. He had been noncompliant with dialysis therapy and then had been lost to medical follow-up for about six months. On clinical examination, the patient was somnolent and disoriented with respect to place and time. He had scattered deposits of tiny, white, friable, crystalline material on his face (Figure 1 (normal 7.35-7.45). Our provisional diagnosis was uremic encephalopathy and fluid overload. The crystalline material on his face was thought to be uremic frost.
